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and continuous fines maybe inflicted for disobedience to lawful municipal orders relating to the public health or .safety.
Statistics regarding the income and expenditure of District Municipal municipalities, outside Upper Burma, Baluchistan, and Ajmer, revettu^ are given in the first table at the end of this chapter. The total income rose from about 1*3 crores in 1880-1; to 2*6 crores in 1900-1. During the same period the average incidence of taxation rose from R. 0-13-9 to ^s- *-~3~4 per head. The average is highest in Bombay (Rs. i-n-i) and lowest in Bengal (Rs. 1-1-5) and Madras {R, 0-15-1). The highest incidence of all occurs in the hill stations^ where a small population live under conditions which make municipal work specially expensive. In Simla the incidence amounts to as much as Rs. 12-11 -3. In many important centres of population it averages between Rs. 2 and Rs. 3, while in a large number of small municipalities it is less than 8 annas. leaving aside 'extraordinary and debt* receipts, about two-thirds of the aggregate municipal income is derived from taxation, and the remainder from municipal proj>erty and powers other than taxation, contributions from Provincial revenues, and miscellaneous sources* The Provincial contributions amounted in 1900-1 to about 3 lakhs for general, 3! lakhs for educational, and i lakh for medical purposes. The principal heads of taxation are octroi; taxes on houses and lands, animals and vehicles, and professions and trades; tolls on roads and ferries ; and water, lighting, and conservancy rates.
Octroi is levied only in the Punjab, the United Provinces, Octroi, the Central Provinces, and Bombay. In these Provinces it is the principal source of taxation, and in the Punjab it yields more than 90 per cent, of the total municipal taxes. It is a form of impost which is not without objection, as its manage* mmt i$ expensive, and unless kept within narrow limits and carefully watched it is apt to degenerate into a transit duty and thus inflict injury on trade. It is, however, familiar through long usage to the inhabitants of the North and West of India, and could not be abolished without the imposition of direct taxes, which would be much less popular. Town duties were a common incident of native adminbtmtib^ and everything that passed into or through the city had to pty the ehungi or * handful' It was not until many yefcrs had elapsed, and repeated orders had been issued, that the impost lost the injurious qualities of a transit duty. Nowadays careful precautions are taken to limit the tax to articles actually consumed town. The list of dutiable articles contains only staple
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